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DETAILED ACTION 

i> This action is in response to Applicant's request for continued examination. Claims 
21, 26 and 41 are amended. Claims 21*53 are presented for further examination. 



2> This is a non-final rejection. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
3> A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1. 114. Applicant's submission filed on 7.2.2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

4> Examiner acknowledges Applicant's note that dependent claim 40 lacks a ground of 
rejection. This oversight is corrected in this action. 



5> Applicant's amendment of the claims do not overcome the prior. art references. 
Applicant has amended the claims to recite that the display filter is definable by the customer 
and not subject to the control of the service provider. This new limitation suffers from §112, 
I st paragraph issues as further described below. This limitation is not sufficiently described in 



Application/Control Number: 09/843,760 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2152 

the disclosure. Therefore the limitation is merely given its broadest reasonable interpretation 
consistent with what one of ordinary skill in the art known at the time of the invention. 

Applicant argues that Dobbins does not disclose this limitation and cites paragraph 17 
which states that "the subscriber also has some administrative controls, but only at the 
discretion of the content provider and the network provider." However, this statement does 
not teach away from the claimed limitation because it relates merely to the level of 
administrative power a subscriber will have (for example, if the subscriber has administrative 
privileges). 

Applicant's limitation relates to a display filter and to whether or not the service 
provider has control over the display filter. As set forth in previous Office actions, Dobbins' 
subscriber profile is analogous to Applicant's claimed display filter. The analysis should then 
center on whether Dobbins' subscriber's profile is "subject to the control of a service 
provider." Dobbins neither discloses that a profile can or cannot be controlled by a provider; 
thus, Dobbins does not teach away from Applicant's limitation. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the 
best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6> Claims 21-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
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relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

While there is nothing ambiguous or uncertain about a negative limitation, any such 
limitation must have basis in the original disclosure. MPEP §2i73.os(i) . Here, Applicant has 
amended the independent claims to recite that the display filter is definable by the customer 
and not subject to the control of the service provider. After a careful review, the Examiner was 
unable to find any basis for this negative limitation in Applicant's disclosure. 

In fact, Applicant's disclosure seems to contradict this limitation and suggests 
otherwise. For example, Applicant's abstract recites that the "dynamic information filtering 
system comprises a filter.. .maintained and updated by the service provider." Based on the 
foregoing discussion, Examiner submits that the claims fail to comply with the written 
description requirement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7> This rejection will only formally address those claims that have been amended by 
Applicant in the most recent amendment, filed 7.2.2007. The text of those sections of Title 35, 
U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in prior Office actions. 
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8> Claims 21, 22, 26*28, 30, 32, 37*39, 40-43, 45, 47, 52 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Dobbins et al, U.S Patent Publication No. 2002I0066033 
["Dobbins"], in view of Lim, in further view of Szabo, U.S Patent No. 7. 181. 438. 

9> As to claim 21, Dobbins discloses a method for filtering on-line service information 
provided through a management portal to a customer of customized network services 
provided by resources of a service provider via a service provider network, comprising: 

applying to said service provider network a security filter definable by the service 
provider and not the customer, said security filter corresponding to the customer and said 
security filter specifying network resources allocated to that customer [0009, 0024, 0043 
where : Dobbins discloses policies controllable by the administrator that determine which 
content and network resources a particular subscriber has access]; 

applying to said network resources a display filter definable by the customer, said 
display filter specifying network resources for which said on-line service information is 
desired by the customer [0023-0026, 0039-0043 : after applying the authentication policy, 
Dobbins' system applies the subscriber's profile to further refine which content and services 
that the user desires]; and 

executing at least one management information module to generate a portal display of 
on-line service information, wherein said at least one management information module 
operates only on those network resources of said service provider network which have not 
been excluded by said security filter and said display filter [0025, 0036, 0037 where : Dobbins' 
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renderer delivers a portal containing the data and content refined by the user policies], and 
wherein the displayed on-line service information comprises network management 
information regarding the network resources not excluded by said security filter and display 
filter [0028 : see response above for discussion]. 

Dobbins does disclose a service provider network, but does not to expressly disclose 
the service network or the resources are included in a partitioned network. Dobbins does not 
expressly disclose that the display filter is not subject to the control of the service provider. 

io> In a similar field of invention, Lim is directed towards a system enabling a service 
provider to manage its services partition its network resources into different networks 
associated with different customers [column 1 «lines 37-62» | column 20 «lines 6i-62»]. Lim 
discloses network resources of a partitioned network allocated to a customer with the 
partitioned network including at least a portion of said service provider network [column 25- 
29» I column 21 «lines 28 and 46-64» | column 22 «lines 24'40»], In other words Dobbins 
discloses an invention that enables management and monitoring of network resources. Lim 
discloses an invention that enables management and monitoring of network resources 
utilizing a partitioned network for each customer. Lim discloses that benefits of partitioning 
networks includes providing a more service-oriented view and enabling more efficient 
management of resources. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Dobbins' management system to include the partitioned networks taught by Lim. As 
discussed, incorporating partitioned networks would provide an expected benefit to Dobbins 
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by providing a service provider the ability to divide network resources and allocate them to 
customers. The combination of Dobbins and Lim discloses Applicant's invention in the 
manner claimed. 

n> In a similar field of invention, Szabo is directed to a system providing personalized 
data access to users, through for example, portals [column 86 «lines i3'34» | column 90 «lines 
i2-23»], Szabo discloses a display filter (analogous to a user's profile) is not subject to the 
control of the service provider [abstract : "physical and algorithmic controls over access to 
the personal profiles | column 41 «lines i-9» where : the user controls who has access to his 
user profile. This user profile is analogous to Applicant's display filter and Dobbins' 
subscriber profile]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate Szabo's teachings into Dobbins. One would have been motivated to modify 
Dobbins' profile to be more secure as taught by Szabo to enhance the security over who has 
access to the profile's information. 

I2> As to claim 26, Dobbins discloses a method for filtering on-line service information 
presented through a management portal to a customer of customized network services 
provided by resources of a service provider network, comprising: 

storing, in a configuration database accessible by a service provider and not the 
customer, security filters each specifying network resources of a partitioned network 
allocated to a corresponding customer [0010, 0017, 0023]; 
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providing a plurality of modules each configured to provide a respective portal display 
of on-line service information [0021, 0024, 0027]; 

storing, in a filter library accessible to the customer, display filters each configured by 
the customer [0039-0043] to specify customer-selected network resources to which selected 
ones of said plurality of modules it to be applied [ooio, 0017, 0023, 0036]; 

displaying a portal display of on-line service information generated from application 
of one of said plurality of modules to network resources resulting from application to the 
service provider network of a security filter corresponding to the customer and at least one 
said display filters [0009, 0010, 0017, 0023, 0036, 0037], and wherein the displayed on-line 
service information comprises network management information regarding the network 
resources not excluded by said security filter and display filter [0028 : see response above for 
discussion]. 

Dobbins does not expressly disclose partitioning the service provider network into a 
plurality of partitioned networks nor does he disclose allocating one of said partitioned 
networks to the customer. Dobbins also does not expressly disclose that each display filter is 
not subject to the control of the service provider. 

I3> In a similar field of invention, Lim is directed towards a system enabling a service 
provider to manage its services partition its network resources into different networks 
associated with different customers [column 1 «lines 37-62» | column 20 «lines 6i-62»]. Lim 
discloses network resources of a partitioned network allocated to a customer with the 
partitioned network including at least a portion of said service provider network [column 25- 
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29» I column 21 «lines 28 and 46-64» | column 22 «lines 24-4o»]. In other words Dobbins 
discloses an invention that enables management and monitoring of network resources. Lim 
discloses an invention that enables management and monitoring of network resources 
utilizing a partitioned network for each customer. Lim discloses that benefits of partitioning 
networks includes providing a more service-oriented view and enabling more efficient 
management of resources. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Dobbins' management system to include the partitioned networks taught by Lim. As 
discussed, incorporating partitioned networks would provide an expected benefit to Dobbins 
by providing a service provider the ability to divide network resources and allocate them to 
customers. The combination of Dobbins and Lim discloses Applicant's invention in the 
manner claimed. 

I4> In a similar field of invention, Szabo is directed to a system providing personalized 
data access to users, through for example, portals [column 86 «lines I3*34» | column 90 «lines 
i2-23»]. Szabo discloses a display filter (analogous to a user's profile) is not subject to the 
control of the service provider [abstract : "physical and algorithmic controls over access to 
the personal profiles | column 41 «lines i-9» where : the user controls who has access to his 
user profile. This user profile is analogous to Applicant's display filter and Dobbins' 
subscriber profile]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate Szabo's teachings into Dobbins. One would have been motivated to modify 
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Dobbins' profile to be more secure as taught by Szabo to enhance the security over who has 
access to the profile's information. 

I5> As to claim 40, Dobbins discloses invoking at least one of said display filters by 
invoking one of said modules [0024, 0037 : retrieving the profile], 

i6> As to claim 41, as it does not teach or further define over the claimed limitations, it is 
similarly rejected for the reasons set forth for claims 21 and 26. 

I7> Claims 23-25, 31, 33-36, 46 and 48-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dobbins, Lim and Szabo, in further view of Rangarajan et al, U.S Patent 
No. 6.275.225, ["Rangarajan"]. 

i8> Claims 29 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dobbins, Lim and Szabo, in further view of Teijido et al, U.S Patent No. 2002I0053020 
["Teijido"]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dohm Chankong whose telephone number is 571.272.3942. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday [8:30 AM to 4:30 PM], 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571.272.3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




